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From the London Times, April 6, 1824. 
MURDER ; 
EXTRAORDINARY FANATICISM. 

Lancaster, Apxit 1. 

Emma George, a young woman, nineteen years 
of age, was indicted for the murder of her brother, 
Benjamin George, a child under seven years of age, 
by strangling him with a silk handkerchief. 

Mr. Tancred, in feeling and impressive language, 
detailed the circumstances of the unfortunate case. 
The unhappy young woman, he said, was called up- 
on to answer, at the peril of her own life, for having 
taken away the life of her brother, a child under the 
tender age of seven years, and the facts were as 


plain and simple in their nature as the conduct of 


the prisoner was (as there was no doubt but that the 
deceased lost his life by an act of the prisoner) 
whether she was at the time a responsible agent, ca- 
pable of discriminating between right and wrong. 
If the jury should be of opinion that her judgment 
was so defective as not to be able to make that dis- 
tinction, then the retributive claims of the public for 
the act she had committed weve to be laid aside and 
forgotten ; if, on the contrary, they should conceive, 
that though at the time she committed the fatal act, 
she was under the influence of a melancholy delu- 
sion, but which delusion was not sufficiently strong 
to deprive her of reason, they would not, from feel- 
ings of compassion, withhold that protection to 
themselves and society which was entrusted to their 
care to preserve. 

Francis Hodge, sworn.—I live at the western part 
of Redruth, near poor house, in the same house that 
the prisoner lived in, which is divided into four ten- 
ements. On the 4th of March, a fittle after seven 
o’clock in the evening, the prisoner came into my 
part of the premises from her dwelling. There were 
with me at the time my wife and two children. 
She spoke to my wife first. She said “how do you 
do ?”—My wife said “ not so well as I could wish.” 
In the course of a minute or two the prisoner Amy 
said, “I wish I could go to heaven.” Then I spoke. 
I said, “ Amy, you must inake a good preparation to 
try to get there; better than you have lately.” Amy 
then sat down, and I seeing her face look so comi- 
cal—I mean cast down, in a kind of trouble—said, 
‘ what’s the matter, Amy ?’ She replied, ‘Oh! what 
shall Ido, what shall Ido? While she was pro- 
nouncing these words, she wrung her hands as if her 
mind was in agony. Her feelings becoming more 
strongly affected, she said, ‘Oh, what have I 
done” I said, ‘ What have you done?’ and asked 
her if she had fallen out with any one. She said 
*No.’ She then clasped her hands firmly and said, 





* Olt! my dear Frank Hodge, I have hanged my lit- 
tle brother Benny.’ I said, ‘ You have hanged your 
brother?” and she replied, ‘Oh! yes.’ I asked where 
she had put him, and she said, * He’s put behind the 
door hanging on a crook.’ I went up to her house, 
across the passage, and there saw a young man na- 
med Gribble, who said to me, ‘ Frank, look in, he’s 
hanging to the crook.’ I ran immediately and took 
hold of his feet. I called to Gribble’s father, who 
lived in the same house, and when he came, I took 
the boy round the body and cut the black silk hand- 
kerchief by which he was suspended, and he fell 
down. The child was quite dead.—He was about 
seven vears old. I returned to the room, and said to 
Amy, “ What have you done ?” She answered, “ I 
have hanged my little brother, and I am willing to 
die for it.” I did not ask her why she had done it, 
nor did she give a reason. 

Samuel Gribble—I went to see my father, who 
lived in Mr. George’s house, on the evening of the 
ith of March. I might have been with my father a 


quarter of an hour, when I came down stairs in the 
passage, and as I was leaving the house, I heard 


Frank Hodge's wife scream out that Ainy George 
had hanged her brother. I took the candle from her 
hand, and went into Amy’s room, and there saw the 
child hanging to a crook in the beam. Frank Hodge 
followed me into the room, and my father soon came 
after him. Those two cut the child down; I went 
into the room where the prisoner was, and asked her 
what she had done; she said, “ She had hanged her 
brother for to send him to Heaven, and that she 
would cut her own throat for to go te heaven along 
with him.” These were the very words she used ; 
she appeared to be in a deranged state. I judge so 
both from her words and appearance ; upon using that 
expression, she endeavored to rise from her chair to 
get a knife, as she was deterinined she said, to cut 
her throat. I with great difficulty kept her back. 
She repeated that she would cut her throat, to go to 
heaven with her brother. Some women came into 
the room, and then I Jeft her to their care. I te- 
turned to the room where the child was, and found 
him lying on the bed. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Holcomb.—I have two 
sisters, one of them, Mary, was a companion of 
Amy’s, and they attended the meeting-house to- 
gether. I attend a Methodist meeting ; I go preach- 
ing sometimes. There is a meeting called the Re- 
vivals. There was one of that description at 
Redruth, six or seven weeks before the boy was 
hanged. I attended it once, and then I saw severa! 
people on their knees, crying to the Lord for mercy, 
as loud as their voices would let them. 
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Jom Cocking, a constable of Redruth, exami- 
ned. I sat up with the prisoner at the bar on the night 
of the 4th of March. About two o'clock in the 
morning she arose from her bed, and sat down by 
the fireside, and we then entered into a conversa- 
tion, which [ began, by saying, “ Amy, you appear 
to be a little more composed than you were just 
now.” IT asked her if she recollected what she had 
done. She said she could, and would tell me the 
whole circumstance, from the beginning to the end. 
She then told me her mind had been impressed for 
some time, that she ought to commit a murder—and 
that on the Monday and Tuesday before she com- 
mitted the act, her intention was to have murdered 
her mother, but she endeavored to banish that idea 
from her mind, and prayed to the Lord to take the 
temptation fiom her. Her mind, she continued, was 
then a little easier, tli the Thursday morning, aud 
then while she was at work at the mine, the idea 
came upon her again with the greater force than be- 
fore. In the middie of the day, she went to get her 
dinner at the boiling-house, where the girls general- 
ly dine. —After she got to the boiling-house, she re- 
collected that she had seen a little boy, a stranger, 
standing by the engime-house, near the shaft or 
mouth of a pit, and she then regretted that she had 
not sunk that little boy into the shaft, for then she 
should have done that which had long been on her 
mind todo. Returning home in the evening, a lit- 
tle before she came to a Methodist meeting, which 
stood in a back lane, she saw two children before 
her, at play, near another shaft along side the road, 
and she then said to herself, “I'll throw one of the 
little children into the shaft.” The children in run- 
ning after each other, came towards her, but she 
could not get an opportunity of throwing one of 
them into the mine, as she had designed. Coming 
nearer to her home, she saw some more children, on 
which she said to herself, “ V'll seize one of these lit- 
tle children, and carry it out, and throw it into a 
shaft at the back of the houses.” She waited some 
time for an opportunity to take one of them up un- 
perceived ; but there were so many persons passing 
and repassing, that she could not get one of them 
away.—After waiting for some time about the place, 
she went to her own house, and found her mother 
was going to meeting. On going in, her mother 
said “ Your supper is ready for you, Amy; you can 
take it, for | am going to meeting, and little Benny 
will remain at home with you.” The prisoner then 
expressed herself in this way—*I felt very glad I 
had the opportunity of doing the thing I had wished 
for—that I was going to be left alone with my little 
brother, and that my mother was going to be out of 
the way, so that I could be able to do the deed. She 
took her supper at the end of the table, and her little 
brother was sitting at this time before the fire. She 
gave the child part of her supper, and said to him, 
“ Should you like to go to heaven, dear?” The little 
boy made answer and said, “ Yes, when I die.” She 
then rose from the place where she was sitting, and 
went to a line that was hanging across the room, and 
took from it a black silk handkerchief, and coming 
towards the child put it round bis neck, tying it, as 








she thought, in a running knot. She said to her 
brother, “ Ts it too tight, dear?” The child looked 
up in her face and smiled, and said “ No.” She left 
the handkerchief round his neck, and said, “ Go for 
* intending while the 
child was gone to a pail in the room, and while his 
back was towards her, to take him up and hang bin 
toa crook behind the door. The boy was rather 
quicker than she expected, and she meeting bim 
took the water from him, and drank a little of it, and 
put the cup on the table. She then teok her brother 
up with one arm, and with the other hand she put 
the handkerchief over the crook, looking bim full in 
the face, aud left the room. At this period the pris- 
ouer was overpowered by her feelings, and could 
say no more.—About av hour after there was a sec- 
ond conversation, which I also commenced by put- 
ting a question to this effeet—“ If you could undo 
what you have done, do you think you should do it 
again ?”—She replied, wringing her hands, “Oh 
no, no,—the dear little fellow!” IT know there are 
the several shafts which the prisoner spoke of. I am 
nota member of the Methodist society, bat I have 
attended a revival meeting at Redruth, which coim- 
menced about three months since. A revival is 





a drop of water for me, dear ; 


termed an “ out-pouring of the spirit,” and causes 
the congregation to ery aloud to the Lord for mercy 
The revival continued at Redruth for a month or six 
weeks. The revivals are held in the stated places of 
worship of particular congregations, and sometimes 
continue open for three mghts and days in succes- 
sion. TE have been at a revival ; those who are “ con- 
vinced of sin,” as it is called, fall on their knees, 
and with uplifted hands, and their bodies working to 
and fro, call as loud as they are able to the Lord for 
help. Their ejaculations are such as—* O! Christ, 
pardon me my sins—Oh ! Lord, give me grace oa 
and a variety of other expressions, adopted as the 
zeal of the moment may suggest. Their conduct, 
was wild and extravagant, and altogether out of the 
mild and decent course of addressing the Almighty, 
usually observed in places of worship. 

By the Court.—It was precisely that kind of 
strong excitation that was likely to operate on weak 
roinds. 

Examination continued.—It is generally called 
screeching for mercy. There was usually a preacher 
at the meetings, but not always. The revival is 
open by night as well asday. There is no appoint- 
ment when the revival is to be held ; a congregation 
may be met, and at prayers, when pethaps some 
member will fall on his knees and call aloud to 
Heaven for mercy ; when this happens the other 
members are generally moved by the same spirit, 
and the revival commences. This is called the 
“ out-pouring of the spirit,” and continues till the 
preacher pronounces a benediction, and tells his 
flock, “the moment of conversion” is come, and 
that they may expect “a ray of hope, of comfort 
and of joy.” The moment of the coming of the 
“ray of hope” is uncertain, and the congregation 
continue their extravagant devotions till they are 
“ convinced” or “converted.” It is about ten years 
since there was a revival at Redruth before the late 
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one.—The prisonet, in speaking of the child, gen- 
erally called him dear little Benny. 

The prisoner did not wish to say any thing in her 
defence. 

Mrs. George, the mother of the girl, said, “ My 
daughter attended a Methodist meeting at Redruth, 
for about seven weeks before the death of my boy ; 
she also attended the revival; I have fetched her 
home from the revival. I went for her one night, 
about half-past 10 o’clock, she having been there 
from 2 o’clock in the day. On going to the chapel, 
{ found it extremely crowded. My daughter caught 
a sight of me, and immediately she lifted up both 
arms, as if she was going to fly to the top of the 
room, and called on her dear mother and father to 
pray to the Lord to help them, for that they could 


not see the danger they were in. I got her out of 


the meeting as soon as I could, but she had lost her 
cloak, bonnet, handkerchief, and pattens, and was 
extremely disordered in her dress.—She had been 
moving about from one part of the meeting to the 
other, and, in her unbounded zeal, had dropped her 
clothes, and they were trodden under foot. My 
daughter’s conduct after attending the revival was 
quite different to what it had usually been. This was 
about seven weeks before the dreadful act was done. 
On avother occasion, she came home praying in a 
horrible manner, for the conversion of her father 
and mother.” 

The Court.—Explain what you mean by praying 
in a horrible manner? I mean violently and out- 
rageously agitated. From the commencement of the 
revival, she never missed but one meeting. She 
also attended prayer meetings and class meetings. 
Before the death of my son, I apprehended my 
daughter would do me some violence. On the Mon- 
day preceding, she came home and sat by the fire in 
a melancholy way, and said, “ Mother, | am going 
out of my mind.” I spoke a few words to pacify 
her, and she went to bed. The next night she said 
she was better, but she appeared very low. On 
Wednesday night, on coming home, she said to me, 
“Tam tempted to murder my mother!” I said I was 
surprised she should think of murdering me; and 
she said, “Ido.” After she had said this, she went 
to the revival, and returned between nine and ten. 
From what she said, [ took’ the knives and hid 
them, to prevent her doing mischief to herself, me, 
or the family. 

The Court.—These symptoms you observed on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, and on the 
Thursday the child was killed. 

Mr. Osborn examined.—I saw the prisoner a 
week or ten days before the unfortunate affair hap- 
pened, when she said she had been unwell, and that 
her illness was in her head ; it appeared to her, she 
said, as if the top of her head was heaving off; she 
also said that her brains felt as if they had been 
turned.—She appeared to be in a very wild state, 
and her eyes were rolling in her head in a very vi- 
cious inanner. I told her she should not give way to 
these thoughts, and 1ead some words to her in the 
Bible, from Genesis, which appeared to make her 
more comfortable. 








At the close of the evidence, the unliappy young 
woman, Who had throughout the trial been too ill to 
pay much attention to what had been passing, taint- 
ed, and was carried into the air in strong convul- 
sions. In the street her distressing screams were 
heard for nearly a quarter of an hour, before she 
could again be brought into court. 

Mr. Justice Burrough said, there was no question 
but that the young woman at the bar was the cause 
of her brother’s death, but it would be for the jury 
maturely to comider whether, when she committed 
that act, she was in a state of mind capable of 
distinguishing right from wrong, and if they should 
be of opinion that she did itin a moment, when the 
imbecility of her mind was so great that she could 
not make that distinction, then the offence did not 
amount to wilful murder. It would not, however, be 
sufficient to acquit herof that crime, by supposing 
that she acted under a momentary religious phren- 
sy that did not totally occasion such a defect in her 
mind as to deprive her of all reason.—Upon look- 
ing at the facts given in evidence, it was almost im- 
possible to conceive that the prisoner could be oth- 
erwise than insane when she determined on the 
murder of her own brother as the means of getung 
to heaven. The Almighty had expressly declared, 
that murder and suicide were two of the highest 
crimes that called for his vengeance ; but such was 
the delusion this young woman had labored under, 
that she first murdered her brother, and then con- 
templated self-destruction, conceiving that by com- 
mitting these high offences, she should be securing 
her way to heaven. It appeared that this young fe- 
male had been in the habit of attending religious 
meetings as they were called, where the wildest and 
most extravagant excitements were used that could 
possibly operate on the minds of the weak, and lead 
them from a just sense of the importance and duties 
of religion. His lordship knew nothing of the par- 
ticylar sect of persons that had been spoken of to- 
day, and God forbid, that he should be conceived as 
wishing to restrain any person from following those 
religious customs which were most conformable to 
the conscience ; but he did conceive that the gene- 
ral benefit of society should be attended to ; there- 
fore he could not but consider, that the doctrines 
and mode of worship which inculcated the pernici- 
ous principles this young woman had acted upon, 
were injurious to society, and ought to be suppres- 
sed. He therefore warned the pastors of those con- 
gregations against continuing in these practices, as 
being derogatory to true religion, and dangerous to 
the safety of the community. His lordship thought 
there were many circumstances in the case, which 
decidedly showed the girl to have been of an irregu- 
lar mind when she did the act. Her mind, from mis- 
taken impressions, produced by religions excitations, 
had conceived that she must commit a murder be- 
fore she could get to heaven ; and at one time she 
had marked out her own mother“as the object who 
was to be devoted to her phrensy; at another time, 
children she had never seen before were to fall her 
victims; and lastly, her brother unhappily being in 
her power, she murdered him in the same absence 
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of malice as she would have done any other individ- 
nal. Ifthe Jury were of opinion that the child lost 
his life while she was in a state of insanity, they 
would return a verdict of not guilty on that ground, 
and his majesty’s government would then protect 
her, till she was found to be sufficiently restored to 
her reason to be returned to her friends. 

The Jury returned a verdict of, .Vot Guilty, be- 
lieving her to be insane at the time. 

The Court ordered her to be detained in custody, 
but assured her friends she should not be kept long 
from them. 

—p—- 
From the Gospel Visitant. 
THE SECOND DEATH. 
(Continued from p. 24.) 

2d. The death which the scriptures represent as 
second to the death which has been here illustrated, 
is the apostacy of the Christian Church, and the 
state of condemnation connected with it. To this 
subject our minds May be directed by the following 
scriptures, 

Heb. x. 26—29, “ For if we sin wilfully after that 
we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, but a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indigna- 
tion, Which shall devour the adversaries. He that 
despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two 
or three witnesses ; of how much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath count- 
ed the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was 
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath dene despite 
to the spirit of grace ?” Rom. xi. 20, 21, 22, * Well, 
because of unbehet they were broken off, and thou 
standest by faith. Be not high minded, but fear: 
for if God spared not the natural branches, take 
heed lest he also spare not thee. Behold, therefore, 
the goodness and severity of God: on them which 
fell, severity ; but towards thee, goodness, if thou 
continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt 
be cut off.” The evident meaning of the apostle 
here, is, on the Jews who reuy, God’s severity fell ; 
and if you, Gentile believers, do not continue by 
faith in God's goodness, you also will receive the 
severity of God, in being cut off, as the unbelieving 
Jews were broken off through unbelief. 2 Thess. ii. 
3, “Let no man deceive you by any means: for 
that day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son 
of perdition.” St. Paul spoke of the fall of the Jews 
in the quotation above, and here speaks of the fall- 
ing away of the Christian Church and of the setting 
up of the man of sin. The blessed Jesus who sow- 
ed the word of the kingdom, in the hearts of the be- 
lievers, knowing that this falling away, in the then 
future age of the church, would take place accord- 
ing to the signs given under the law by the travel of 
the Jewish Church, represented it in his usual 

method, by a parable. See Matt. xiii, 24, 25, &e. 


“ Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, 
the kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which 
sowed good seed in his field: but while men slept, 
his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, 
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and went his way,” &c. 1 Tim. iv. 1, “ Now the 
spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to se- 
ducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” 

The first passage where the words second death 
occur, stands in such a connexion as to render its 
meaning easy to be understood. And it will appeur 
ona careful examination, not only to favor the idea 
which has been suggested, but to contain argument 
within itself, to satisfy christian professors, in gene- 
ral, that the second death does not mean a state of 
endless punishment. See Rev. ii. 6—11, “ And 
unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write ; 
these things saith the first and the last, which was 
dead and alive ; | know thy works, and tribulation, 
and poverty (but thou art rich) and J know the blas- 
phemy of them which say they are Jews, and are 
not, but are the synagogue of satan. Fear none of 
those things which thou shalt suffer ; behold, the 
devil shal! cast some of you into prison, that ye may 
be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days ; 
be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life. He that hath an ear, Jet him hear 
what the spirit saith unto the churches; he that 
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.” 
Note Ist. This address is to a church of believers, 
who are exhorted not to fear those things which 
they had to suffer, to try them. 2d. Those who 
overcome all the trials which were put upon them, 
were not to be hurt of the second death. 3d. The 
conclusion ts, that those who fell from their stedfast- 
ness in the faith and patience of Christ, would be 
hurt of the second death. 4th. It is the opimon of 
Chistian professors m general, that those who are 
brought to believe in Christ may fall away, yet not 
finally. It ts then evident, that those who were be- 
hevers in him who is the first and the last, who was 


the devil, to be hurt of the second death. 

The epistle to the church in Sardis ts remarkably 
clear on the subject in discussion, Rev. iii. 1—6, 
“ And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write ; 


God, and the seven stars; 1 know thy works, that 
thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. Be 
watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, 
that are ready to die: for I have not found thy 
works perfect before God. Remember, theretore, 
how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, 
and repent. If, therefore, thou shalt not watch, I 
will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know 
what hour I will come upon thee. ‘Thou hast a few 
names, even in Sardis which have not defiled their 
garments; and they shall walk with me in white ; 
for they are worthy. He that overcometh, the same 
shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not 
blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will 
confess his name before my Father, and before his 
angels. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
spirit saith unto the churcbes.” Note Ist. The 
church in Sardis is accused of being peap. That 
this death is the SECOND DEATH, is evident from the 
text quoted from the apostle to the church of Smyr- 





na. “He that overcometh shal! not be hurt of the 








dead and is alive, were liable by being overcome of 


These things saith he that hath the seven spirits of 
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essauill death.” This shows, as has been noticed, 
that those who do not overcome, but are overcome, 
must be burt of the second death. The Church in 
Sardis had fallen into death, and are exhorted to re- 
pent ; they had not overcome, but were overcome, 
therefore, according to the texts, when compared, 
the church of Sardis had fallen into the seconp 
peEaTH, 2d. It is acknowledged that there were a few 
names in Sardis, who had not defiled their gar- 
ments. This was a testimony against the greatest 
part that they had defiled their garments. Those 
who had not defiled their garments were to walk 
with him who hath the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars, in white, being worthy. This is a testi- 
mony, that those who had defiled their garments, 
should not walk with Christ, because they were not 
worthy. 3d. To those who overcome, it was promis- 
ed, that they should be clothed in white, and that 
their names should not be blotted out of the book of 
life, but that their names should be confessed before 
God and his angels. ‘This is a plain testimony, that 
those who had not overcome, but were dead, should 
not be clothed in white nor walk with Christ, but 
that their names should be blotted out of the book 
of life and disowned before God and his angels. 
4th. In that the text proves the major part of the 
church in Sardis, had defiled their garments, it as 
fully proves that they once had garments which were 
not defiled. And wherein the text shows that those 
who did not overcome, should have their names 
blotted out of the book of life, it as fully shows that 
their names had been written in the book of life, for 
they could not be blotted out if they had not been 
there. 

It may be as well at this time, to see where our 
researches willend, as any time. See Rev. xx. 14, 
15, “ And death and hell were cast into the lake of 
fire.’ It is now perfectly plain, that those whose 
names had been in the book of life, were blotted 
out, and their names being blotted out, they were 
cast into the lake of fire, which is called the second 
death. In the 21st. chapter and 8th verse, the above 
lake of fire is called “the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” 

This fire and brimstone is spoken of in the 14th 
chapter as follows. See verses 9, 10, 11, “ And the 
third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, 
If any man worship the beast and his image, and 
receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the 
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out without mixture into the cup 
of his indignation ; and he shall be tormented with 
fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy an- 
gels, and in the presence of the lamb, and the smoke 
of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: 
and they have no rest day nor night, who worship 
the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth 
the mark of his name.” Note ist. This fire and 
brimstone is called the sEcoND DEATH, in the quo- 
tation from chapter xxi. 8. 2d. This fire and brim- 
stone is called the wine of the wrath of God in this 
quotation. 3d. Those who are set forth to be the 
sufferers of this Second Death, we learn from the 
following passages, in connexion with this above 








quoted. See chap. xxi. 8, “But the feartul, and un- 
believing, and the abominable, and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all 
liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 
In the quotation from the 14th chapter, those char- 
acters are distinguished as receiving the mark of the 
beast, by worshipping the beast, &c. See chap. 
xill, 16, 17, “And he caused all, both small and 
great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a 
inark in their right hand, or in their forehead; and 
that no man might buy on sell, save he that had the 
mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his 
name.” 4th. According to the quotation from the 
14th chapter, the worshippers of the beast are tor- 
mented with this fire and brimstone at the same 
time that they were worshipping the beast. See the 
text, “And they Have no rest day nor night who 
worsuiP the beast or his image.” This suffering is 
not only confined to the time when the beast is wor- 
shipped, but also to pay and NieHnT, which shows it 
to be in this world of error and condemnation. 5th. 
It is observed, note 2d, that this fire and brimstone 
is called the wine of the wrath of God. This wrath 
and the dispensation of it is noticed in the following 
scriptures. Chapter xv. 1, “ And I saw another sign 
in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels hav- 
ing the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up 
the wrath of God.” Verse 7, “ And one of the four 
beasts, gave unto the seven angels seven golden vi- 
als full of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and 
ever.” Chap. xvi. 1,2, “ And I heard a great voice 
out of the temple, saying to the seven angels, co 
your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of 
God upon the earth. And the first went and poured 
out his vial upon the earth ; and there fell a noisome 
and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark 
of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his 
image.” This wrath of God, this fire and brimstone, 
this lake of fire, and this second death are evidently 
all the same thing ; and nothing can be plainer than 
that this suffering is on this earth, during the chang- 
es of day and night, while the beast is worshipped. 
If we carefully examine the whole dispensation of 
this wrath of God, represented by the pouring out of 
the seven vials, it will still confirm this opinion.— 
See verse 3, “ And the second angel poured out his 
vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a 
dead man: and every living soul died in the sea.”— 
See further, “ The third angel poured out his vial 
upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they 
became blood. The fourth angel poued out his vial 
upon the sun, &c. The fifth angel poured out his 
vial upon the seat of the beast. The sixth angel pour- 
ed out his vial on the great river Euphrates. And 
the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air.” 
What is there in all this, which has the least to do 
with an eternal state of mankind in a future world ? 
Will this beast be worshipped in the eternal world ? 
See chapter xiii. 5, “ And there was given unto him 
a mouth speaking great things, and blasphemies: 
and power was given unto him to continue forty and 
two months.” This cannot mean an endless dura- 
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the holy city was to be trodden under foot of the 
Gentiles, the same forty and two months which the 
woman was to be in the wilderness, the same as the 
three days and a half which the dead bodies of the 
two witnesses were to he in the street of the great 
city, which we have seen in a former subject to sig- 
nify one thousand two hundred and sixty years. 

The similarity between this second death and the 
death which has been illustrated as the first, is very 
evident. ‘The lively oracles of God were given to 
the Jewish church as they also were to the Chris- 
tian church. The Jewish church corrupted and 
made void the law by their traditions, and the Chris- 
tian church has corrupted and made void the gospel 
by their traditions. The Jews denied the holy one 
and the just, and desired a murderer,—and the 
Christian church have denied the holy Jesus, the just 
God and the Saviour, and have desired the murder- 
ous anti-christ.—The Jews fell under great condem- 
nation, and the judgments of God were poured out 
upon them in an awful manner, and the Christian 
church by reason of similar sins, have met and are 
meeting with similar, awful and dreadful calami- 
ties. They bave shed the blood of saints and of 
martyrs, and God hath given them blood to drink 
for they are worthy. 

All these things are noted at large in the scriptures 
and they are written for our admonition. But as has 
been noticed, the scriptures do not exclude the 
apostatized Jewish church from the final benefits of 
the gospel, but on the contrary show that the receiy- 
ing of them shall be life from the dead. So also in 
the merciful councils of divine giace, as taught in 
the scriptures, we find that the beast, who is anti- 
christ, and the worship of the beast, together with 
the wrath of God, will not eternally last, but will 
close in due time, and that dispensation of univer- 
sal holiness and happiness will commence, which 
is noted in Rev. xxi. 3, and onward, in which it is 
declared that the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
that he will dwell with them; and wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and that there shall be no 
more DEATH. Here then there must be an end to 
the Seconp Dearu. It is further said that there 
shall be no more sorrow nor pain. And the reason 
given, is, that the former things, (relating to the lake 
of fire) are passed away, and that He who sits upon 
the throne should make ALL THINGS NEW. 

Although there are a great many arguments fur- 
nished in the book of the Revelation as well as 
other parts of the New Testament, by which this 
subject might be further illustrated, which have not 
been here noticed, it is conceived that the general 
subject is made sufficiently plain, to render further 
arguments unnecessary to be here inserted. Who- 
ever would wish to acquaint themselves with further 
light on the subject, can easily do it, by comparing 
the scriptures which treat on the various particulars 
which have been brought under consideration. 

Many, no doubt, having formed a different opin- 
ion, on the subject of the Second Death, will at first, 
feel a hesitancy in subscribing to the one suggested 
in the foregoing investigation ; but if the scriptures 
decide on the ground which has been argued, it is 





seriously hoped that no professed lovers of divine 
truth will shut their eyes, willingly against this tes- 
timony. 

Showing that the sciptures do not support the 
commonly received doctrine of endless misery, it 
is hoped, will be gladly approbated by all christian 
readers, though they may have unhappily imbibed 
that general sentiment; as it is evident to every 
considerate mind, that the doctrine is opposed to all 
godlike desires of the real Christian. ‘The charac- 
ter of God, to the understanding of man, reheved 
from all the odium which the doctrines of antichrist 
have wickedly charged upon him, will shine with in- 
finite beauty, through the mediation of Jesus Christ, 
to the reconciliation of those who have been aliena- 
ted through the ignorance there is in them. 

What gross darkness must that have been, which 
first produced the opinion that the wisdom of God 
had so disposed of events, that the scheme of divine 
revelation through Jesus Christ, issues in God's 
endless wrath and vindictive vengeance poured out 
on his own natural offspring, as long as he himself 
shall exist? 

Can any thing be devised more contrary to the 
testimony of all those scriptures which speak so ful- 
ly of the love of God to the world of mankind? If 
God possess an attribute of anger which is to be 
eternally exercised in administering positive pain 
and misery to the creatures whom he has made, why 
should the Holy Ghost speak, by the mouth of Da- 
vid, and say, “Fis anger endureth but a moment ; 
in his favour is life; weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morning ?” 

The better to expose at one view the error of sup- 
posing, that the condemnation and punishment 
which divine revelation has attached to those who 
receive the mark of the beast, is endless misery, let 
us place together the following passages. Rey. xiv. 
9, 10, “And the third angel followed them, saying 
with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and 
his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or 
in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture 
into the cup of his indignation ; and he shall be tor- 
mented with fire and brimstone in the presence of 
the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb.” 
Chapter xiii. 16, 17, “ And he caused all, both small 
and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive 
a mark in their right hand, or in their forehead : and 
that no man had a right to buy or sell, save he that 
had the mark, or name of the beast, or the number 
of his name.” Chap. vii. 9, 10. “ After this I be- 
held, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, stood before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms were in 
their hands; and cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb.” Chap. v. 18, 14, “ And every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all 
that are in them, heard I saying, blessing, and hon- 
or, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and 
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ever. ‘And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four 
and twenty elders fell down and worshipped Him 
that liveth for ever and ever.” 
—<— 


CALVINISM UNMASKED. 


Or, Calvinistic principles of Justice, as attributed 
to God, for the foundation of His Covenant 
with Christ, relative to the Alonement for sin, 
and inan’s redemption from it, examined, and 
proved to be Unjust. 

(Continued from page 21.) 

Having settled as a preliminary, that the Scrip- 
tures, or God's revelation, and not human opinions 
and traditions, are the source from which evidence 
is to be derived, we proceed to inquire, What isjus- 
tice? This inquiry cannot be profitahe to any man 
whose bigotry closes his eyes against reason, o1 
whose ignorance and mental indolence opposes a 
barrier to patient investigation. The tesumony we 
are about to adduce, will show the necessity of a re- 
ference to existing relations; and it will appear, 
that man is in duty bound to receive God's testimo- 
ny as He has given it, and not as sectarians would 
twist it to suit their uncharitable purposes. We 
shall not apologize to the reader for introducing a 
passage he may have read a thousand times, but we 
shall earnestly entreat him to read it again, if possi- 
ble, with increased attention, and to examine it 
with the utmost deliberation and candour. Reader, 
it is not our condition for a month or a year, but the 
final destiny of all men, which is the unspeakably 
important subject which demands our attention. 
Remember, we entreat you, that God speaks by 
Christ, and that His “word is spirit and life.” 
Treasure it in an honest heart. Be obedient to the 
Divine exhortation ; and always give a preference 
to God’s sayings over human ignorance, or human 
wisdom. Hear the declaration and counsel of 
Christ, the Teacher sent from God. He says, (Luke 
vi. 27—36.) “But I say unto you which hear, Love 
your enemies, do good to them which hate you; bless 
them that curse you, and pray for them which des- 
pitefully use you. And unto him that smiteth thee 
on the one cheek, offer also the other; and him 
that taketh away thy cloak, forbid not to take thy 
coat also. Give toevery man that asketh of thee: 
and of him that taketh away thy goods, ask them 
not again. And as ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye also to them likewise. For if ye love 
them which love you, what thank have ye? for sin- 
ners also love those that love them. And if ye do 
good to them which do good to you, what thank 
have ye? for sinners also do even the same. And 
if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what 
thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners to 
receive as much again. But love ye your enemies, 
and do good, and lend hoping for nothing again; 
and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the 
children of the Highest; for he is kind unto the un- 
thankful, and fo the evil. Be ye, therefore, merci- 
ful as your Father also is merciful.” 

Reader, we ask you the solemn the momentous 
question, Is this justice? Is it just to Jove your ene- 








mies? Is it just to do good to them which hate you ? 
If it is, what is the character of a contrary course of 
conduct? Mark well the conclusion, for we have it 
in the words of Christ, “If ve love them which love 
you, what thank have ve?” or, what have you done 
to deserve thanks? “for sinners also love those that 
love them.” Are sinners just? Again. “If ye do 
good to them which do good to you, what thank 
have ye ?” or, what have you done to merit thanks ? 
“for sinners also do even the same.” Then the ac- 
count is balanced. There is no obligation. If you 
call this justice, (and it must be justice or injustice,) 
itis a kind of justice that stnners practice. What is 
the subject of our inquiry? Is it the justice of God ? 
Or is it the justice of sinners? You must say, It is 
the justice of God. Then the question must be an- 
swered, (and not evaded,) Is God’s justice that 
which requires the rendering of good for evil? This 
question is the grand hinge on which the subject 
turns. God’s justice, and the sinner’s justice, are the 
same, or they are different. If they are the same, 
the conclusion is as irresistible as the declaration of 
Christ can make it, that neither God nor the sinner 
deserve thanks. But, if it is admitted, that God’s 
justice is different from the sinners justice, then we 
ask, What is the difference? Dare you, reader, deny 
the declaration of Christ? Will you brand us with 
opprobrious epithets, if we adhere to Christ's decla- 
ration, and reject the opinions of men? We must do 
this. We must say, that “ God is kind to the un- 
thankful, and the evil.” We fearlessly assert, that 
this, God’s conduct, is alone just; and that the re- 
verse of this, to be unkind to the unthankful and the 
evil, is unjust ! 

The editor of this paper was reared in the hotbed 
of Calvinism and Hopkinsianism. The bare idea 
that God could or would save all men, was known to 
few. He well remembers the copy in the writing 
school which he attended in his childhood, and 
which was sanctioned by the School Committee, 
composed partly of Calvinistic clergymen. It was 
this—“ To render good for good, is manlike. To 
render good for evil, is Godlike. 'To render evil for 
evil, is Jeasilike. But, to render evil for good, is de- 
villike!” Therefore, man’s ideas of justice, go no 
farther than to render good for good. But God’s 
justice renders good for evil. While the beast’s jus- 
tice renders evil for evil; and the devil’s, evil for 
good. Strange that it never occurred to the clergy- 
men, above-mentioned, that their God’s justice was 
the justice of a beast ! 

We now press the question home to the reader's 
“own business and bosom.” What is justice? Is it 
just to be “ hind to the unthankful and the evil;” to 
“love your enemies, and do them good?” Has not 
Christ required of man to do thus, because God 
conducts thus towards his enemies? You must an- 
swer in the affirmative, or close the Book. Then we 
pursue the inquiry—Is justice an immutable princi- 
ple? Is God unchangeable? Is God “kind to the 
unthankful and the evil” to-day, and to-morrow will 
he forget to be merciful? Does God now love his 
enemies, and will he at a future time hate them: 
Does God now do good to sinners, and will he at an- 
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other period consign them to an endless Hell? Can) by Br. Paul Dean, of Boston; Sermon by Br. Se 
God change ? Is He not “the same, to-day, yester-| bastian Streeter, from 1 Cor. iii. 11; Dedieatory 


day, and for ever ?” 


Prayer by Br. David Pickering, of Providence; 


What are your reflections, when you are brought } Concluding Prayer and Benediction by Br. Sebas 


thus to the shrine of reason, and directed to the de- 
claration of God's inspiration? Are you “ halting be- 
tween two opinions?” Do you feel an inclination to 
compromise with error, and return, as “the dog to 
his vomit,” to your old and preconceived opinions, 
rather than admit the testimony of God himself, if 
it will expose you to the influence of the justice of 
those men who teach a different sentiment? We 
speak to those who have received the law by the 
hands of sectarians; and who have been compelled 
to a mental slavery, to escape the indignation of in- 
furiate men. Try the principle, and let God’s crite- 
rion test the pretensions of your spiritual advisers. 
FE-xamine their principles of justice. Let them brand 
you with the epithets of sinner, unthankful, evil, and 
an enemy. ‘Their authority over your conscience 
must grow out of their conformity to God. Tell 
them to be kind to you; to love you, and do you 
good, and you will then consider them as “the 
children of the Highest, for He is kind to the un- 
thankful and the evil.” Here is your remedy. And 


we aver, that whatever may be the pretensions of 


clergymen, they are rotten to the core, so long as 
they pursue a different course. 

Is this justice? Yes. But there is more to be 
done, to acquire the undiminished lustre of a name 
which is above every name. What can it be? we 
will inform you reader. We will caution you to be- 
ware how you reply, “This is a hard saying, who 
ean receive it?” You must give, love your enemies, 
bless them, and “do good, hoping for nothing 
again.” Now the whole is told. This is justice. 
Such is the motive and conduct of the Highest. 
What can be more elevated! How good! How 
merciful! How kind! No return is asked. None 
looked for. God is kind, his tender mercies are over 
those who are evil and unthankful, without requir- 
ing from them any return, or desiring any thing 
again. Is this justice ? Compare this Divine prin- 
ciple with the cruel hepothesis we are examining. 
Is it just to consign myriads of unborn souls to an 
endless hell? Is this being kind to the unthankful 
and the evil? How monstrous does the error appear 
in the presence of the truth! God is kind. He asks 
nothing in return. His justice excludes every thing 
like hatred, malice and revenge. He is forgiving. 
But man, igvorant of His character, accuses him of 
evil thoughts and purposes, having for their object 
the misery of man, and would appease Him by the 
sacrifice of “ His well-beloved Son.” 

( To be continued.) 
—> 
DEDICATION. 

On Wednesday, the 19th May last, the Meeting 
House recently erected by the First Universalist 
Society in Chatham, county of Barnstable, ( Mass.) 
was Dedicated to the service of Almighty God—the 
services were as follows: 

Reading of Select Portions of Scripture by Br. 


Sebastian Streeter, of Boston: Introductory Prayer |, 





U. Mag. 


tian Streeter. 
—= 


FOR THE COSPEL HERALD. 
THE PRODIGAL’S RETURN 
Luke xv. 11—32. 
Is there on earth a sight more sweet, 
Than the repenting prodigal ; 
Turning his erring wayward feet, 
And list’ning to his Father's cail ? 
“ No more, says he, on husks I'll feed 
My Father has enough to spare, 
His house will furnish all I need, 
And I will seek forgiveness there.”’ 


He runs—and yet a great way off, 

The Father sees his long Jost son, 
fle does not at the rebel scoff, 

Nor yet inquire what he has done 
But, lo! he hangs upon his neck, 

Takes off his clothes, filthy and torn, 
And says, “ with rings his fingers deck, 

And with rich garments him adorn ; 
And let the fatted calf be slain, 

A sumptuous feast I will prepare, 
For my lost son has come again 

His Father's love and grace to share ; 
He has return’d to virtue’s ways, 

And left the sinful road he trod; 
Return‘d to bless my future days, 

Return'd to happiness—to God” 


And if such love as this can dwell 
Within the hearts of men below, 
O' who shall dare presume to tell 
The measure of that boundless flow, 
Which, inexhaustable and pure, 
Ruus from the fountain of his grace, 
Whose word for ever shall endure, 
Who is the Father of our race! 


ALL shall return and know the Lord,” 
All shall his gracious name confess,t 
No prodigal shall doubt the word 
Of Him who is our righteousness : 
God is the Father of all souls,t 
And what a fire of love must burn, 
When a whole world of prodigals, 
Shall to their Father's house return * 


Extatic love! unbounded grace! 
Let David's harp again be strung; 
Let countless nations sing his praise, 
With grateful heart and sincere tongue 
Let gratitude our souls inspire, 
While we our pilgrimage prolong, 
And when we join the heavenly choir 


We'll chant an everlasting song. E.S.G. 
* Psalm xxii, 27. ¢ Philippians ii. 11. $ Malachi ii. 10. 
—~— 


> Our Bro. Kneeland, from Philadelphia, will preack 
inthe New Church, corner of Prince and Orange streets, 
to-morrow. Hours of service, half-past ten—three o'clock, 
and eight o'clock in the evening. 
—>—- 


FOR SALE, AT THIS OFFICE, 
A Pamphiet, entitled “ Scriptural Exposition of the Para- 
ble of the Rich Man and Lazarus: Luke xvi. By a friend 
to Truth.”’ Price, one shilling, single. One dollar per dozev. 


LESS ACID 
PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER SATURDAY, AT ONE 


DOLLAR PER ANN. NO. 67 CHRYSTIS-STREET. 
Payable in Advance. 
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